	CAUSES OF HYPERKALEMIA

	CAUSE
	COMMENTS

	hyperkalemic periodic paralysis
	inherited disorder in which there are sudden shifts of cellular K+ to extracellular compartments

	acidosis
	compensatory shift of H+ into cells in exchange for movement of  K+ to extracellular compartments

	burns
	cell destruction with release of K+

	transfusion of blood that has been stored
	release of K+ from hemolyzed red blood cells

	spironolactone
	diuretic that is an aldosterone antagonist; interferes with reabsorption of  Na+ and secretion of K+

	too rapid intravenous infusion of KCl
	special risk of hyperkalemia if their is impaired renal secretion of K+

	use of K+ containing salt substitutes
	excessive ingestion



	potassium salts of antibiotics
	additional source of K+

	acute oliguric renal failure
	impaired secretion of K+


